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sound the death-knell of the Wellington Administra-
tion. The country had quite outgrown the time when
it could take the doctrine from any one, that no
improvement could ever again be made in our best
of all possible constitutions. The Duke's colleagues
saw already that the end of their time had come.

The country blazed into a fury of passion when
the words of the Duke of Wellington were known ;
and the Ministry became more unpopular probably
than even a Tory Ministry ever was before or since
in England. On the other., hand, the popularity of
the King went up at this crisis. There was a general
idea abroad that William -was not likely to encourage
or stand by such declarations as that of the Duke of
Wellington. He had been popular at one time,
chiefly by contrast with the more recent policy of
his predecessor, and there was a general hope that
the Patriot King, as he was called, would turn back
to the path of his former popularity. It is not,
perhaps, quite easy to understand just now why such
high expectations were formed of William IV. ; but
at all events, those who believed that he would not
press his general likings and dislikings to the verge
of revolution had reason afterwards to congratulate
themselves on their optimism. The question with
most of the Ministers was now not how to keep in
.office, but how to get decently out of office. Every
one, with perhaps the single exception of the Duke
of Wellington, must have seen that.the public feeling
against the Tory Government was too strong to be
long resisted ; and the Duke of Wellington, to do
him justice, did not care whether he was in office or